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South is available at an exorbitant rate in big cities like Patna and Kasi but
people of this region will not use that. They use only raw areca nuts.
There are two more pilgrimages to Gaya which are considered to be important
according to Puranas here. Madhugaya is the one to be visited during Ghaitra
and Vaisakha month and Pitrugaya is the other which is to be conducted during
Mahalaya fortnight which falls during full moon to newmooninBhadrapada.
Of these two it is easy to perform Madhugaya as it comes in a congenial period
of the year. So, Bengalis who are generally very fond of their departed
ancestors, are seen by me going in countless number of boats, and where ever
I stayed for the night halt 10 to 15 boats are also following me to the shore.
It is feared here that, if the boats of travellers are left unattended to, thieves
will slyly come by small light boats called Kistis and plunder the boats.
But that menace considerably decreased now,
In my earlier observations I wrote that Madhwacharya and Ramanuja-
charya the saviours of the Dwaita doctrine (doctrine of two principals as spirit
and matter, God and universe, etc.,) could not bringinto their fold any disciples
from this part of the country as they could get a large number of devotees in
south. But after my pilgrimage to Gaya and after my enquiries about the
religious belief followed by Gayavalis I was told that they belong to the Madhwa
doctrine and are the disciples of the Satya Pitha of south.
I enquired into this matter howr these Gayavalis alone in the midst of
such a large country as this, dalone should take to the Madhwa doctrine of
Dwaita.    As I told earlier,  according to Vayu Purana these Gayavalis are
Brahmins created for the purpose of a particular yaga ritual and in order to
increase    their   tribe   to   successive    generations    they married   women-
when folk of other castes.   Except where they attend the religious ceremonies
where they have to be adored as per Vayu Purana, on  no other  occasion
caste Brahmins  accept to sit along with  Gayavalis for meals.    When the
preachers of Madhwa doctrine   came on tour to these parts 500 years ago,
these   Gayavalis who were till   then  castaway and shunned by one and all
thought it wise to accept this doctrine voluntarily and establish themselves here
as belonging to a  particular  religious  precept.    They then accepted the
symbols of Madhwa  doctrine and surrendered themselves completely to that
religious   belief.   The   preachers taught   them all the customs of Dravida
region and from that time the Gayavalis were also taught to enjoy the food of
Dravidians.    That wish   alone   remained now but the religious  precepts
taught by the preachers gradually degraded due to their constant association
with the local people of the region.
According to Vayu Purana, Gayavalis are to be adored at the time of
Gaya pilgrimage during the ceremonial occasions and according to the
Dravida customs, cooked rice Sradha is to be performed before offering Pinda.
Dravidian Brahmins have no objection to invite Gayavalis for the Sradha
ceremonial feeding as they prefer it to simply offering sweets ater performing